Clerk’s report to May meeting of Temple Guiting  Parish Council

The document contains information for items 10,11,13, 14, 17 and 18.Documents for items 15  and 16 (AGAR) are separate.   
Item 10 – Highways.  
Bollards. Clerk has contacted Highways repeatedly re bollards.  Latest email from Rhodri dated 8 May says that it takes 3 months to get a road closure order so installation will be around September.  Clerk has asked Rhodri to book the team well in advance to avoid further delay. 
Gullies and passing places between Barton Bridge and Gyting Broc now cleared according to Highways. 
Kineton bridges/footway.  Highways says (30th Dec 24) this is a job for them as it’s a PRoW.  An email in February 25 said that Highways was organising the works.  A Highways inspection required specific engineering standards. Conservation Volunteers have offered to help. 
Item 11 - Noticeboards
a) Ford – do councillors want a header on the noticeboards?
The Ford noticeboard was bought without a header and in aluminium painted green.  It is possible to retrofit a header (square or curved) for £161.30 + VAT
b) At the March meeting councillors voted for a noticeboard in aluminium painted green at TG village green, similar to the one at Ford.  If Ford gets a header then TG should have one to match.  Quote ref 31039/1 is for the TG noticeboard with a header.  Cost is £850.45 + VAT.  A budget of £850 was set.
Lettering can be white gold or black. 
To buy the same noticeboard in man-made wood costs £1594.74  + VAT.  

Item 13 Governance
a)  Standing orders for approval link: Standing-Orders-TGPC-May-2024.docx No change since last year. 
b) Asset register for approval: 
	Date acquired
	Asset description
	Value

	n/k
	Allotments
	£1

	March 25
	‘Please shut the gate’ sign on allotment gate.
	£9.30

	2022
	Car parking signage:  3 aluminium posts, 5 finger pointer arms, 2 wall signs 
	£3832

	2.5.2014
	Defibrillator – Temple Guiting
	£1530

	2.5.2014
	Defibrillator - Kineton
	£1530

	4.10.2017
	Phone box – Temple Guiting
	£1

	4.10.2017
	Phone box – Kineton
	£1

	2021
	Phone box - Ford
	£1

	n/k
	Dog waste bin - Ford
	£1

	15.4.2016
	Dog waste bin – Village Hall
	£180

	14.7.2015
	Coronation bench
	£380

	14.7.2015
	Coronation plaque
	£45

	16.2.2017
	Cllr Newman’s plaque
	£42

	25.4.2017
	Cllr Newman’s tree guard
	£109

	n/k
	Noticeboard - Kineton
	£1

	n/k
	Noticeboard – TG Village hall
	£1

	22.5.24
	Noticeboard – Ford
	£827

	n/k
	Noticeboard – TG village green/shop
	£580.00

	12.2019
	Thermal measurement device
	£360.00

	1.11.2020
	VAS equipment (battery powered)
	£2246.00

	4.4.2023
	VAS equipment (solar powered)
	£3700.00

	8.5.24
	VAS equipment (solar powered)
	£2850

	Various
	4 x metal posts for VAS equipment 
	£4.00

	12.1.2023
	Additional VAS bracket
	46.84

	9.4.23
	VAS batteries x 4
	£213.56

	20.11.24
	Additional VAS brackets 
	£31.30

	30.1.24
	VAS Battery charging cable 
	£37.22

	2.12.24
	Glasdon bollards x 10
	£389.16

	
	TOTAL FIXED ASSETS
	£18,940



c) Financial regulations.   See item17 (a) re auditor’s report suggesting that section 5 of the Fin Regs be the basis of an internal controls policy.  The text would be  as follows:
Internal financial controls policy
1. The council's banking arrangements, including the bank mandate, shall be made by the RFO and approved by the council. They shall be regularly reviewed for safety and efficiency. 
2. The RFO shall prepare a schedule of payments requiring authorisation, forming part of the Agenda for the Meeting and, together with the relevant invoices, present the schedule to council. The council shall review the schedule for compliance and, having satisfied itself shall authorise payment by a resolution of the council. A detailed list of all payments shall be disclosed within or as an attachment to the minutes of the meeting at which payment was authorised. Personal payments (including salaries, wages, expenses and any payment made in relation to the termination of a contract of employment) may be summarised to remove public access to any personal information. 
3. All invoices for payment shall be examined, verified and certified by the RFO to confirm that the work, goods or services to which each invoice relates has been received, carried out, examined and represents expenditure previously approved by the council. 
4. The RFO shall examine invoices for arithmetical accuracy and analyse them to the appropriate expenditure heading. The RFO shall take all steps to pay all invoices submitted, and which are in order, at the next available council meeting. 
5. The Clerk and RFO shall have delegated authority to authorise the payment of items only in the following circumstances: a) If a payment is necessary to avoid a charge to interest under the Late Payment of Commercial Debts (Interest) Act 1998, and the due date for payment is before the next 6 scheduled Meeting of council, where the Clerk and RFO certify that there is no dispute or other reason to delay payment, provided that a list of such payments shall be submitted to the next appropriate meeting of council; or b) An expenditure item authorised under 6. below. 
6. Continuing contracts and obligations:   a list of such payments shall be submitted to the next appropriate meeting of council. 
7. For each financial year the Clerk and RFO shall draw up a list of due payments which arise on a regular basis as the result of a continuing contract, statutory duty, or obligation (such as but not exclusively) Salaries, PAYE and NI, Superannuation Fund and regular maintenance contracts and the like for which council may authorise payment for the year provided that the requirements of regulation 4.1 (Budgetary Controls) are adhered to, provided also that a list of such payments shall be submitted to the next appropriate meeting of council. 
8. A record of regular payments made under .6 above shall be drawn up and be signed by two members on each and every occasion when payment is authorised - thus controlling the risk of duplicated payments being authorised and / or made. 
9. Members are subject to the Code of Conduct that has been adopted by the council and shall comply with the Code and Standing Orders when a decision to authorise or instruct payment is made in respect of a matter in which they have a disclosable pecuniary or other interest, unless a dispensation has been granted. 
10. The council will nominate two members to authorise on-line banking transactions. 
11. The council will aim to rotate the duties of members in these Regulations so that onerous duties are shared out as evenly as possible over time. 
12. Any changes in the recorded details of suppliers, such as bank account records, shall be approved in writing by a Member. 
Item 14 combined comments from councillors re 25/00759/FUL  ( to be completed at the meeting)…
I have no doubt that this will be built to a very high spec and  Yiangou's are excellent architects.  The existing farmhouse has no particular merit and taking down to rebuild might well have prompted the necessity for newly designed building on the site.  I am rather of the opinion, as is Kate, that we should let the Conservation Officer take the lead, whilst also taking into account Liza's observations regarding building materials, detail and  dark skies.

Complex job!  I like that the window arrangement is to be simplified and balanced. It has a more uncluttered and cohesive feel.  My only hesitation is that Crittal windows are more typically associated with urban industrial structures.  I understand their appeal ( allows lots of light in)  but wonder if their design could be adapted to flow with the more "Jacobean?"  vibe of the rest of the structure. Is it possible that the lintel detail has been omitted which is drawing my eye to them? Or is this a deliberate omission to define a new element?
And as there is no mention of it - consideration of dark skies in any additional external lighting spec.
Building control will make them guard the Tallet steps to above the garage - Yangiou has not specified how or materials.

Having looked at the latest application and previous, I have no objections to what is proposed which will be a vast improvement on the existing farmhouse!
I have found the plans hard to decipher but it looks like a huge alteration which will change the character of the building enormously, the landscaping has already been done to make a substantial residence of this type look in keeping 
with its visibility next to the footpath - is it the right thing ?
losing a simple farmhouse with a barn attached too… 
I have no doubt the build quality will be excellent and we should put in the usual caveats on light pollution etc
Perhaps state our concerns and let the conservation officer take the lead 

Item 15 – AGAR Certificate of Exemption – see separate document
Item 16 - AGAR Governance and accountability returns – see separate documents:-
a) Annual Accounts AGAR Section 1 Annual Governance Statement
b) Annual Accounts AGAR Section 2 Accounting Statement
c) Notice of commencement of public rights - June 3 to July 14 2025
Also (not AGAR) but for records:
Explanation of variances 
[image: ]



Item 18 - Annual reconciliation and May meeting reconciliation
	Temple Guiting Parish Council
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Annual Bank Reconciliation

	
	
	
	
	

	Period 1 April 2024 to 31 March 2025
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Current account 02503759
	
	
	

	
	Balance at 31 March  2025
	9501.01
	
	

	Deposit account 07859616
	
	
	

	
	Balance at 31 March 2025
	5391.58
	
	

	Less outstanding cheques
	
	
	0

	
	
	
	
	

	Reconciled balance
	
	
	14892.59
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Cashbook summary
	
	
	
	

	Opening balance 1 April 2024
	
	11338.35
	

	Add receipts to date
	
	
	14532.78
	

	Less payments to date
	
	
	
	10978.54

	
	
	
	
	

	Cashbook balance
	
	
	14892.59
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Signed:
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Chairman …................................................
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Clerk & RFO ….............................................
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	14th May 2025
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	





Item 18 (a) Reconciliation for May 2025
	Temple Guiting Parish Council
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Bank Reconciliation
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Period 1 April 2025 to 9 May 2025
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Current account 02503759
	
	
	

	
	Balance at 9 May 2025
	
	15178.07
	

	Deposit account 07859616
	
	
	

	
	Balance at 9 May 2025 
	
	5399.71
	

	Less outstanding cheques
	
	
	0

	
	
	
	
	

	Reconciled balance
	
	
	20577.78
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Cashbook summary
	
	
	
	

	Opening balance 1 April 2025
	
	14892.59
	

	Add receipts to date
	
	
	5929.44
	

	Less payments to date
	
	
	
	244.25

	
	
	
	
	

	Cashbook balance
	
	
	20577.78
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Signed:
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Chairman …................................................
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Clerk & RFO ….............................................
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	14th May 2025
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Name of smaller authority: 

Temple Guiting Parish Council

2023/24 2024/25 Variance Variance

Explanation 

Required?

Automatic responses trigger below based on figures 

input, 

DO NOT OVERWRITE THESE BOXES Explanation from smaller authority (must include narrative and supporting figures)

£ £ £ %

16,476 11,338

Explanation of % variance from PY opening balance not 

required - Balance brought forward agrees

5,108 7,500

2,392 46.83% YES

Requested increase to cover inflation and new assets. 

8,069 7,033

-1,036 12.84% NO

 

2,321 2,302

-19 0.82% NO

 

0 0

0 0.00% NO

 

15,994 8,677

-7,317 45.75% YES

 Quarry impact measurement project completed by end of year 2023/24. 

7 Balances Carried Forward

11,338 14,892

VARIANCE EXPLANATION NOT REQUIRED

11,338 14,893

VARIANCE EXPLANATION NOT REQUIRED

8,834 18,940

10,106 114.40% YES

Bought further VAS equipment, bollards and a noticeboard 

0 0

0 0.00% NO

 

Rounding errors of up to £2 are tolerable

Variances of £200 or less are tolerable

Next, please provide full explanations, including numerical values, for the following that will be flagged in the 

green boxes where relevant:

• variances of more than 15% between totals for individual boxes (except variances of less than £200); 

• New from 2020/21 onwards: variances of £100,000 or more require explanation regardless of the % variation year 

on year;



5 Loan Interest/Capital Repayment

6 All Other Payments

Explanation of variances

8 Total Cash and Short Term Investments

9 Total Fixed Assets plus Other Long Term Investments and Assets

10 Total Borrowings

1 Balances Brought Forward

2 Precept or Rates and Levies

3 Total Other Receipts

4 Staff Costs


