

TEMPLE GUITING PARISH COUNCIL
Serving the residents of Barton, Farmcote, Ford, Kineton and Temple Guiting
also Bemborough, Jackdaws Castle, Pinnock and Trafalgar.








Minutes of the Temple Guiting Parish Council Meeting
Held on Wednesday 2nd September 2026 at 6.30p.m. in the village hall.
Councillors present: Lorna Eayrs, Jayne Ewart-Perks, Michael Krier, Kate Mather (Chairman), Micky Morrissey (Vice Chairman), Alex Wilson.
Public: 19 members of the public attended.  
1. Apologies for absence. None as all councillors attended. 
2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda (Localism Act 2011): No councillors had declarable interests. 
3. Points from the floor:  Two  members of the public expressed an interest in item 6. 
4. Minutes of the previous meeting. Councillors approved the minutes of the previous meeting, and the Chairman signed them. Action:  Clerk to post to the website. 
5. Chairman’s announcements.  The Chairman summarised the recent report from CDC Councillor Len Wilkins. 
· Under the single unitary authority, Parish and Town Councils would be consolidated into ‘Neighbourhoods’ covering 20 – 50,000 residents. Action: Clerk to send links to residents if requested.
· CDC had recruited a temporary enforcement officer to reduce the backlog. 
· All planning applications would now be decided by the planning officer.  CDC Councillors would no longer be able to refer relevant applications to the Planning Committee.  This means that first comments from parish councils must include all relevant facts as there would be no further opportunities.
·  Waste collection is changing.  Smaller green and black bins would be provided as older versions needed to be replaced. Plastic, cardboard and paper would all be collected in one bag.  Plastic currently only collected from supermarkets would now be included in the council waste collections.
· The Local Plan is currently out for consultation but comments must be confined to whether the plan is ‘legal’ and ‘sound’. The deadline for comments is 5th October. See this link for the consultation page.
6. Duck Nuisance
Several residents had asked the PC to support calls for a solution to the presence of several hundred shooting ducks on lakes in the Windrush valley and on the banks of the river.  A further two residents spoke against the nuisance at the meeting. 

The ducks were extremely noisy and kept people awake, ate vegetation which wild birds needed, left large amounts of excrement on paths and banks, and polluted the river and the lakes.  Temple Guiting Manor had had to close its lake to wild swimming and visitors had complained about the noise and mess.  The problem has existed for three years.  The source of almost all the ducks is the shoot at Hitchins Farm.  

Various methods had been tried to reduce the problem, setting off fireworks, loud gun shot, scare devices and netting over the lakes.  The netting had reduced the number of ducks but this had also driven the swans and cygnets away and swimming was still not possible. The ducks then moved to the river. One resident has reported the situation to the Environment Agency as a pollution incident and water samples are being tested, with results expected in the next week. 

The meeting agreed that an amicable solution was the best option.  Councillor approved setting up a petition from local residents to the shoot emphasising that the current situation was not acceptable and requesting a permanent solution.  Action:  Clerk to create petition and circulate electronic and hard copy versions. 
7. Quarries.  Cllr Ewart-Perks reported that:
a. New GCC councillors had attended a recent meeting to explain the issues residents are facing. The Principal Planning Officer (Robin Drake) recommended meetings of councillors, GCC Minerals officers and GCC Highways eery two months.
b. The quarry group’s application for a grant towards the cost of cameras to record volumes and speeds of traffic on the affected roads was not approved due to lack of information about the health benefits of managing the traffic. 
8. Planning
a. Planning comments between meetings:  None
b. Councillors to consider the following applications and agree comments: 
26/02434/FUL Erection of two storey side extension, first floor rear extension, orangery basement and gated entrance to drive with associated works at The Hitchins Farm House, The Hitchins Farm Temple Guiting. Deadline 21st September.  Councillors approved draft comments of no objection but with the request that Highways consider the issue of the possible dangers of the driveway and the need to manage light emissions to preserve dark skies.  Councillors also requested that a clause be included in any permission, stating that the property must remain residential and not be used for commercial purposes. Action: Clerk to post to CDC Planning Portal. 
26/01788/FUL Erection of an outbuilding to be used as a garage and workshop, ancillary to the main residential dwelling at Hyde, Temple Guiting. 
Following a site meeting on 17th August, Councillors agreed the following comment:
Councillors had no objections to the amended application but noted that, in addition to conditions proposed by the Conservation Officer, CDC should place an ‘Ancillary Condition’ on any permission.  This would ensure that the workshop remains subordinate to the main building and not a separate, independent unit. Action: Clerk to post to CDC Planning Portal.
26/02128/FUL  Removal of existing stables and erection of a single storey detached dwelling etc with a new access.  Land south of Greenbank, Kineton. Draft objection comments included in the Clerk’s Report were approved.  Councillors believed that the site was too small, prominent and steep for the proposed house. The entrance driveway would also remove a large part of the typical high verge and was located in a dangerous position. Action: Clerk to post to CDC Planning Portal. 
c. Updates to planning applications  
25/03433/FUL     New Barn Farm access road name.  The landowner had agreed that the access road should be called ‘New Barn lane/close and  CDC had been informed.

9. Governance
A new internal auditor had made a number of minor recommendations.  Councillors approved the changes.  Action:  Clerk to implement.
10. Financial position  
a. Current financial position. 
Balances at 27th August 2026: 
Current Account (02503759): £12,090.36
Savings Account (07859616): £5,439.67
b. Reconciliation.  Councillors approved the reconciliation in the Clerk’s Report. The Chairman and Vice-Chairman signed them. 
c. Cheque signing/Epay agreement and validation

	[bookmark: _Hlk207052014]The following payments were  approved:

	Chq/Epay
	Payee
	Description
	Value

	Epay
	M Freeman
	Clerk’s salary July/August
	£344.50

	Epay
	M Freeman
	Home working allowance
	£52.00

	Epay
	HMRC
	PAYE July/August
	£105.40

	Epay
	PATA
	Arrears calculation (to be done)
	£15.00


Councillors noted the regular payments paid since the previous meeting and the income between meetings.
The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.15 p.m.
	
Next meeting:  The next meeting will be held on 4th November 2026.
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