
Minutes of Temple Guiting Annual Parish Meeting
Wednesday 2nd September 2026 at 7.30 p.m.
in Temple Guiting Village Hall
1.	Introductions
The Chairman thanked those members of the public who attended the meeting.  
2. Approval of minutes of Annual Parish Meeting held on 4th May 2025
The Council approved the minutes and the Chairman signed the copy. 
3. Report from GCC Councillor Tom Bradley – none available
4. Report from CDC Cllr Len Wilkins – none available
5. Report from the Chairman of Temple Guiting Parish Council for the previous year
* Water testing.  The Chairman noted that the Parish Council had tested water quality at 5 points on the Windrush for 9 months and every reading had shown good water quality.  As a result, water testing had been discontinued. 
* Trafalgar Cross traffic.  The PC had requested traffic calming measures at Trafalgar cross, particularly as there had been two fatalities in quick succession, as well as the many minor incidents.  GCC Highways did not support the request.
* VAS (Vehicle Activated Sign) The Chairman thanked Cllr Wilson and Cllr Ewart-Perks for ensuring that the VAS equipment was in working order.  Cllr Wilson had also moved the VAS from Ford to Temple Guiting while bridge repairs were in progress and the road was closed so that traffic could be monitored in the village.  Results showed that the vast majority (85th percentile) of drivers were within the speed limit.  Cllr Wilson also reported that the recent heat had affected the batteries as they had only lasted 1 week instead of the normal 4 – 6 weeks during the heat waves.  Action: Cllr Wilson to monitor batteries for performance.  Clerk to provide cost of solar version.
* Village Hall lease. The Chairman reported that the PC was working with GCC Education and Temple Guiting Estate to deliver a 50 year lease for the village hall together with its parking and playpark, and a 10 year lease for the recreation field, while also retaining the ability of the village to use the hall and field as necessary.  The Heads of Terms of the lease had been agreed with GCC and Temple Guiting Estate was now reviewing the terms. 
6. Report from the Quarry Working Group – see Parish Council Meeting minutes
7. Report from the United Charities of Temple Guiting Committee
The Chairman noted that one of the trustees had left the village and had been replaced.  The list of trustees now includes Cllr Mather, J Ashbridge, V Brown and J. Shelley.

United Charities manages 30 acres left to the village in 1650 ‘for the benefit of the poor’.  £100 is given at Christmas to parish residents deemed needy or to children in full time education but not at school.  The charity had a balance of over £46,000. Councillors thanked Kate Mather for her work in managing the charity. 


8. Report from Temple Guiting Recreation Society (Village Hall and recreation field trustees) 
The Treasurer reported that, for the academic year to May 26, the Society had spent £3081 and had an income of £1924.  The September figures for the year showed expenditure of £4999 and expenses of £4668. The Chairman thanked the members of the village hall management committee for their continuing work to keep the village hall and recreation field available and safe for all users. 

9. Public comments and questions
* Effectiveness of the VAS equipment
One resident asked if there was any data showing that the VAS equipment was effective.  Cllr Wilson responded that average speeds were within the 85th percentile) the measure used by GCC Highways to determine whether speeds were safe or unsafe).  During the closure of the B4077 in Ford for bridge works, traffic had been even slower. Data shows that the overwhelming majority of drivers within the VAS area drive safely.

* The car park entrance needed further maintenance, which will be addressed. Residents noted that hedges had recently been cut back, improving visibility.  

* Parking on the corner of the road leading from the church to the school continued to be a problem, with drivers ignoring the yellow zig zags.  These were reported as faded and needed repainting.  The PC will report it to GCC Highways but residents were also asked to report the issue and that, the more complaints, the more likely it was that GCC Highways would act.  Residents should post their comments with a photograph on the ‘Report It’ webpage – also called FixMyStreet - which is also available as an app for downloading to your phone - https://fixmystreet.gloucestershire.gov.uk/.  Double yellow lines were suggested, but the zig zags already make parking there illegal so double yellow lines offered no advantage. Police monitoring of illegal parking was required to enforce the regulations.

* Phone box.  A resident noted that the phone box had been restored some years ago and now needed maintenance.  Estimated costs were required.

10. Closing comments  
The Chairman thanked all attendees, including members of the public, for their participation, adding that the Parish Council could only function with the support of the community.  The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.45 p.m.



Signed………………………………………………..	10th May 2027
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